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SEIZE THE MOMENT
We have all heard the expression that time flies…
it seems like the seconds run into minutes and then
hours and before you know it the day is over! This
seems to be the routine of life for some. I am sure we
have all heard the expression “Carpe Diem”, to seize
the day. However in this day and age where we have social media, Facebook, Twitter and so the list goes on, it
seems that this is almost impossible to do. Things happen and we barely have time to process it; the world
has been informed and is reacting and responding and
moving on to the next happening.
Sadly this also tends to happen a lot in our Christian
walk. If you are in any way like me, sometimes I want
things to happen sooner rather than later! However
God does not work like that. His timing is perfect and
He knows what is best for us. For some people waiting
is the hardest thing in life! However as we read through
the scriptures Jesus was always moved with compassion towards people’s situation but He did not allow
their urgency or apathy to disrupt His time frame.
We read about Lazarus (John 11). His sisters blamed
Jesus because He did not come when they wanted; and
even then Jesus, filled with compassion, did what He
wanted in His time.
But then we see the man who was lying crippled for
38 years at the pool (John 5). The moment Jesus saw
him He addressed his situation instantly and a change
happened. The interesting point I see here is that those
who blamed Jesus for coming late were the ones that
knew Him. They had a certain expectation because
they had become familiar with Jesus. The man at the
pool did not know who Jesus was. He even told the
Pharisees when questioned about his actions on the
Sabbath that he did not know this man. But he did
what this man told him to do and he was healed. He
simply responded to the spoken word from the mouth
of Jesus and that changed his situation.

Gayle Claxton

I often wonder if in our Christian walk we have become very familiar with what we expect the Lord to do
for us and when we expect it. It is a wonderful privilege
to have a close relationship with the Lord, to know
Him and to worship Him. This is the desire of all our
hearts. But we must be careful that we don’t lose the
godly respect and become familiar and with that, feel
we have the right to expect the Lord to do it all as
we would like. We read the end of the stories and see
that Jesus did raise Lazarus because it was His plan all
along to do so, as much as it was His plan to heal the
man by the pool.
The fact of life is that sickness comes, people close to
you die, relationships fall apart, finances fail, depression rages – this is the reality of life! We do face problems, we do go through pain and the fact is sometimes
life hurts and we feel we don’t deserve it and we want
to run away from it all. But just like the two situations
above, we have to realise that God is with you on this
path and is using it to fulfil the promise He has made
to you. It is in this place that we need to pray and find
in God the hidden resources. But many times we are
so overcome by our situation that we can’t see God in
it all. Sometimes we have to walk through the valley
to be able to appreciate the mountain top. Through
the hardest times of my life I have held onto the fact
that I know my God is here and that He is already in
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my tomorrow. Sometimes like Martha who met Jesus
at her point of pain and need, we are blinded to the
provision that God has already planned for us because
we are so focused on our situation.
Maybe we need to come to the place to mix the reactions of Martha and Mary with that of the lame man at
the pool. Come to Jesus knowing who He is because
you know Him and have the simple faith of the man
at the pool who responded right away to the spoken
word of Jesus and his situation changed. 38 years were
wiped away by a few creative words spoken by Jesus!
You see He knows who we are John 10:14 “He is the
good shepherd who knows his sheep”.

He knows what you need
Matthew 6:25-34.
He loves you Jeremiah 31:3 “with an everlasting love

He loves you”.

He cares for you

1 Peter 5:7 “cast all your cares onto Him”.

He has a plan to help you Jeremiah 29:11 “For I

know the plans I have for you…”

So let’s seize the moment with Jesus through prayer
as we walk this journey called life!

He knows the path you’re walking right now

Gayle Claxton

Job 23:10 “He knows where I am going”.
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He knows what’s happening in your life
Matthew 10:30.
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A totally fresh look at the way to make your prayer life
impact the situations that surround you and an amazing
set of tools for the church today.
Use as individual sessions, or as a full course over time.

MP3 – CD – DVD

Reach – Teach – Equip
SUZETTE HATTINGH,
GAYLE CLAXTON
& Jonathan Oloyede

•

S/C: 40 13 29

•

The biblical foundation of intercession
Prayers that bring forth fruit
The Tabernacle (two sessions)
What is a ‘burden’ and how to pray it through
Travail
Taking the spirit realm over your city
Worship – a powerful prayer
David’s life – fulfilling his destiny
The land between
The altar (two sessions)

It comes complete with the home study workbook.
The workbook also comes in small group packs to make
it more affordable.

Order online, via email: orders.eu@voiceinthecity.org
or call us: +44 (0)121 602 4545
www.voiceinthecity.org
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